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ABSTRACT 
 
Communication in court has long been regarded as a process of argumentation. The 
interaction between the participants is regulated by the judge, based on rules and 
controlled by law. These three factors influence the way the participants of court 
hearings interact with each other: the direct interaction or dialogues between, for 
example, prosecution and defense, or any lawyer and the jury, is forbidden. In their 
monologues to the jury, lawyers are known to sometimes address them as if speaking 
to them individually, thus creating fictive interaction (Pascual 2002, 2006, 2014). This 
research concentrates on the very first stage of any court hearing, Opening Statements 
(OS). This part is very important, as it provides a roadmap for the jury. It consists of a 
form of a monologue, in which the speaker presents facts and his/her arguments 
through narration (Cotterill 2003; Heffer 2005). During any trial, the speech of any 
speaker is transcribed by a court stenographer to be kept and referred to later, if needed. 
However, very little attention is paid to the nonverbal behavior of the speakers, which 
also has argumentation potential, as the results of the present analysis have shown.  
 
Sixteen monologues, presented during the OS by both prosecution and defense, have 
been analyzed in two steps. The first step included the analysis of the verbal part. In this 
stage tactics of prosecution and defense were highlighted and grouped. The second 
step was the analysis of the co-speech gestures, produced by the speakers. The 
analysis shows that there is a correlation between strategies and gestures used by 
lawyers. Gestures play an important part in forming argumentation, as they can 
highlight, complement and even function in contrast to the speech. Moreover, gestures 
in opening statements have a tendency of forming so-called chains (Kendon 1980, 
2004) which help to organize the information that is presented. 
 
In this talk I will discuss the strategies and tactics used in the OS in a set of American 
criminal trials; different types of co-speech gestures and their correlation with strategies, 
as well as the role of gestures and their chains in courtroom speech, will be considered. 
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