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Abstract 

R. W. Langacker’s Basic introduction to Cognitive Grammar (2008) describes this theory as 

covering the following: form-meaning pairings in usage events that recur with enough 

regularity or salience that they can be abstracted by virtue of reinforcing commonalities (p. 

466), thereby gaining the status of symbolic expressions. The theory acknowledges that this 

status does not involve a binary category distinction (symbol vs. not), but is a matter of degree 

of entrenchment. The theory does not limit this to spoken, signed, or written expressions, but 

leaves the door open to prosodic features, gestures, non-lexical sounds, and potentially other 

signals. More than any of his other works, this volume presents Cognitive Grammar as, at its 

core, a theory built around the idea that semiotic systems involve prototype category 

structures. Building on this, I will pursue the notion that any given language in its spoken, 

signed, or written form is actually best viewed as part of a complex of semiotic systems, each 

based on prototype categories, which overlap to varying degrees, and do so in dynamic 

relation to each other on multiple time scales. I will argue that, though complex, this approach 

provides a way out of conceptual dilemmas that arise with broad claims that “language is 

multimodal”. 
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