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ABSTRACT 
 
This presentation will delve into the group dynamics that arise 
when students learning or using English encounter a 
communication problem. On our way in to these situations, we 
borrow the notion of ‘language-related episodes’ from second 
language acquisition research as moments where the topic of 
conversation turns to the communication problem itself. While 
such research has typically treated ‘language’ very narrowly 
(as pronunciation, lexis, and grammar), we detour their term 
to show examples of groups becoming absorbed by ‘gesture-
related episodes’ and ‘inscription-related episodes’. As we 
develop a more embodied, world-involving view of these 
moments – showing their negotiation to be multimodal, 
distributed and dynamic – we discuss how breakdown repair 
and gesture are being modelled in other lines of research as 
separate (e.g. in language testing and assessment). The 
enactive concept of ‘participatory sense-making’ helps to 
highlight where our understanding of group interaction differs. 
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